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Austrian municipalities face increasing risk from flood 
hazards due to a number of developments:

Extreme weather events are expected to rise due to climate change 
(APCC 2014, IPCC 2013)

Settlements are expanding in flood-prone areas (ICPDR 2009); and

The monetary value of assets and property at risk is increasing (OECD 
2013)

Austrian governments and administrations are struggling to 
maintain the current level of protection despite stretched 
public budgets

Introduction



ÁMost effective long-term measures

ÁSome initiatives exist
Áin Australia (Handmer1987)

ÁEngland (Johnson et al. 2008), or

Áthe USA (EsnardŜǘ ŀƭΦ нлммύΧΧ

ÁLess-developed countries, compulsory resettlement and 
unplanned, climate-induced migration have become a 
common response to natural disasters 

Idea: movingaway



ÁRelocation of flood-prone residents is a passive instrument 
aiming at a permanent reduction of potential flood 
damages 

ÁDespite its effectiveness, relocation is highly contested 
(legally, social and economically). 

ÁEmotional attachment to the home left behind and 
adapting to a new residency, as well as coping with financial 
burden and re-building a neighbourly network

ÁPrimarily due to negative social and economic impacts, 
many hesitate over proposing relocation measures
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All over Austria: 
Damages of 866 mio. Euro

Eferding Basin:
Damages of 41 mio. Euro

706 households affected

June 2013 flood in the Danubecatchment



Relocation zoneEferdingBasin

ÁAnnouncedin October
2013

ÁDeadline to acceptthe
offer until the end of
2015 

ÁComprises146 
buildingsin three
municipalities

ÁTop-down policy
decisionby the
provincialgovernment

ÁGoodreasonsfrom a 
planning, economic, 
climateperspective





ÁVoluntary scheme

ÁCompleteremovalof built structures

ÁCompensationof 80% of currentbuildingvalueand
removalcosts

ÁBuilding plot is redesignatedasagriculturalcroplandand
placedundera constructionban



Challenges
Challenges


